My Three Yoars in America

beg leave to submit the following remarks for your consideration.
If the U-boat campaign is opened now without any further ado,
tho Presidunt will regard this as a smack in the face, and war
with the United Stales will be inevitable. The War party here
will gain the upper hand, and the end of the war will be quite
out of sight, as whatever people may say to the contrary, the
resources of the United States are enormous. On the other
hand, if we acquiesce in Wilson's proposal, but the scheme
nevertheless comes to grief owing to the stubbornness of our
enemies, it would bo very hard for the President to eome^ into
the war against us, even if by that time we began our unre-
stricted U-boat war. At present, therefore it is only a matter
of postponing the declaration for a little while so that we may im-
prove our diplomatic position. For my own part, I confess that I
am of opinion that wo shall obtain a better pnace now by means
of conferences, than wo should if the United Status joined the
ranks of our enemies*
** As cables always take several days, please send instructions
by wireless, in case telegraphic privileges 157 cannot be used on
February xst.**
I had hoped that the communication of the President's appeal
through Mr. Gerrard, would have led to a postponement of the
unrestricted U-boat war. This, however, was not the case* I
can pass over ail that happened in Berlin at that time, and all
the deliberations which led to the ultimate decision, for not
only did I not take part in them, but they have also become
general knowledge since the taking of the evidence before the
Examination Committee of the National Assembly. I need
only mention here that I received the following reply to my
proposals, from the Imperial Chancellor :
CIPHER TELEOKAM
*                         " Berlin, 2gth January, 1917.
'** Please thank President on behalf of Imperial Government
for his communication,   We trust him completely, and beg him
, to trust us likewise.   Germany is ready to accept his secret
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